B-chromosomes and male-biased sex ratio with paternal inheritance in the fairy shrimp Branchipus schaefferi (Crustacea, Anostraca).
This study reports on male-biased sex ratios in west Mediterranean populations of the freshwater anostracan Branchipus schaefferi (Crustacea, Anostraca, Branchipodidae), in contrast to populations elsewhere. Crossing experiments over several generations indicate a clear paternal inheritance of the trait, possibly with a dosage effect. Various mechanisms which may underlie this phenomenon are discussed, the most plausible being the presence of one or more supernumerary ('B') chromosomes--as evidenced by karyological observations--interfering with sex determination and probably having an accumulation mechanism in male individuals.